Impotence: the surgical approach.
Techniques are now available to restore erectile potency. Several prosthetic devices have been developed that afford a high degree of reliability. The inflatable prosthesis is cosmetically superior, but it is associated with the highest mechanical complication rate. Penile revascularization is a technique with great potential, but the methodology at this point requires further development. Surgeons involved with the treatment of impotency must acquire both the surgical skills required by the operative techniques as well as a philosophical approach to the psychological aspects involved in such therapy. Restoration of penile rigidity can, for some men, mean a new lease on life, but in the improperly selected patient a surgical success may be associated with utter patient dissatisfaction.